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‘Apprentice’-style project prepares
students for real business world

Pewaukee High School’s

S Inight program expanding
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Rogers Behavorial Health to open
facility in Minneapolis
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‘Apprentice’-style project prepares students

By Lauren Anderson Freeman Staff PEWAUKEE — Teams of students at Pe
was only one winner. And, unfortunately, there were some layoffs.

Similar to — but perhaps less high-stakes than — Donald Trump’s popular T'
presented under these circumstances multiple times this year.

It's a teaching style aimed at helping students learn about business on more

Under this particular challenge, each team selected a charity, made a plan to
organizations, including the March of Dimes, Humane Animal Welfare Societ

After weeks of work, the students presented on Thursday to a panel of judge:
projects.

It's the fifth challenge. And this time, like each one before, a winning team we

Following the presentations, judges conferred in a separate room, discussing
as much thought into what is expected by this time in the course.

Then, the panel delivered feedback on the project and the news of who wouli

“It's really authentic,” Staus said of the assignment. “It's not a canned project
round, they don’t want to be fired, and if they are, they want to improve on th

The goal, Staus said, is for students to leave with the skills they need to be s
speaking, organization and problem solving. In working with local businesses

“They have to adapt on the fly, they have to be flexible,” he said. “They need
someone’s name beforehand. All of those things are important.”

A larger trend

Pewaukee High School has made the push in recent years toward offering m
of students working with area business representatives in a corporate office ¢
aside from business.

The concept is also expanding elsewhere in Waukesha County, with the EIml
Insight, the program will allow upperclassmen to explore a career path of the
business analytics and future Elmbrook teachers.

Some of the main tenets of the programs are allowing students to choose a
collaborate with one another to complete projects.

Students, teachers tout benefits
It's a style of teaching many educators and students say better prepares ther

“It makes it a lot more realistic,” said Abbi Debelack, a senior in Staus’s class
because people are watching you a lot more, but I think it helps prepare you

Her teammate, junior Jenna Sonenske, said the competition has shown her t

“The first time we presented, | was really surprised because we were asked ¢
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